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Database Search Operators: Quick Reference Guide 

Database: 

(links to 

guide) 

EBSCO Engineering Village: 

Compendex 

Factiva JSTOR LexisLibrary Westlaw 

Stop words: 

words that 

are filtered 

out 

EBSCO stop 

list 

Engineering Village 

stop list 

Factiva does 

not use stop 

words 

n/a LexisLibrary 

stop list 

Thomas Reuters  

stop list 

Phrase 

searching: a 

string of 

words in the 

exact order 

“ ” “ ” or {} “ ” “ ” “ ”  

# or “ ” 

 

Truncation: 

variations 

on a root 

word 

* * * ~ ! or * ! 

https://connect.ebsco.com/s/?language=en_US
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/25941/supporthub/engineering-village/#panel9
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/25941/supporthub/engineering-village/#panel9
https://proquest.libguides.com/factiva/tips
https://support.jstor.org/hc/en-us/sections/360009593274-Searching-on-JSTOR
https://www.lexisnexis.com/community/insights/professional/b/solutions/posts/search-like-a-pro-with-these-nexis-search-pro-tips
https://training.thomsonreuters.com/media/How%20to%20search%20with%20Boolean%20Terms%20and%20Connectors/1_00rdbvgm
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/What-are-stop-words-and-how-does-EBSCO-s-search-engine-handle-them?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/What-are-stop-words-and-how-does-EBSCO-s-search-engine-handle-them?language=en_US
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/25633/supporthub/engineering-village/kw/stop+words/
http://www.factiva.com/CP_Developer/Producthelp/rest/rest2/searching/stopwords.htm
http://www.factiva.com/CP_Developer/Producthelp/rest/rest2/searching/stopwords.htm
https://supportcenter.lexisnexis.com/app/answers/answer_view/a_id/1084040/~/ignored-terms-in-your-search
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en-us/help/checkpoint-classic/using-search-in-checkpoint/stop-words.html
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/How-are-phrases-searched?language=en_US
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/25941/supporthub/engineering-village/kw/phrase+searching/
https://proquest.libguides.com/factiva/tips
https://support.jstor.org/hc/en-us/articles/115004901108-Searching-Finding-a-Specific-Phrase-Title-or-Author#exact-searches
https://www.lexisnexis.com/community/insights/professional/b/solutions/posts/search-like-a-pro-with-these-nexis-search-pro-tips
https://training.thomsonreuters.com/media/How%20to%20search%20with%20Boolean%20Terms%20and%20Connectors/1_00rdbvgm
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/Searching-with-Wildcards-in-EDS-and-EBSCOhost?language=en_US
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/25941/supporthub/engineering-village/#panel9
https://proquest.libguides.com/factiva/tips
https://support.jstor.org/hc/en-us/articles/115012261448-Searching-Truncation-Wildcards-and-Proximity#truncation
https://www.lexisnexis.com/pdf/lexis-advance/terms-and-connectors.pdf
https://training.thomsonreuters.com/media/How%20to%20search%20with%20Boolean%20Terms%20and%20Connectors/1_00rdbvgm
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Wildcard: 

single 

character 

? for zero or 

one 

characters 

 

# for one 

character 

? ? ? ? * 

Wildcard: 

multiple 

characters 

* * $x 

(Where x 

represents a 

number) 

* ? for each 

character 

* 

Proximity or 

adjacency: 

(Where x 

represents a 

number) 

Nx for near, 

Wx for within 

a set number 

of words 

NEAR/x for 

maximum number 

of words between 

the two words in 

the query 

 

Factiva has 

multiple 

different 

proximity 

operators 

NEARx 

~x 

^x 

LexisLibrary 

has multiple 

different 

proximity 

operators 

/x or +x 

Westlaw also 

uses 

‘grammatical 

connectors’ 

 

  

https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/Searching-with-Wildcards-in-EDS-and-EBSCOhost?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/Searching-with-Wildcards-in-EDS-and-EBSCOhost?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/Searching-with-Wildcards-in-EDS-and-EBSCOhost?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/Searching-with-Wildcards-in-EDS-and-EBSCOhost?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/Searching-with-Wildcards-in-EDS-and-EBSCOhost?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/Searching-with-Wildcards-in-EDS-and-EBSCOhost?language=en_US
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/25941/supporthub/engineering-village/#panel9
https://proquest.libguides.com/factiva/tips
https://support.jstor.org/hc/en-us/articles/115012261448-Searching-Truncation-Wildcards-and-Proximity#wildcard
https://www.lexisnexis.com/pdf/lexis-advance/terms-and-connectors.pdf
https://training.thomsonreuters.com/media/How%20to%20search%20with%20Boolean%20Terms%20and%20Connectors/1_00rdbvgm
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/Searching-with-Wildcards-in-EDS-and-EBSCOhost?language=en_US
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/25941/supporthub/engineering-village/#panel9
https://proquest.libguides.com/factiva/tips
https://support.jstor.org/hc/en-us/articles/115012261448-Searching-Truncation-Wildcards-and-Proximity#wildcard
https://www.lexisnexis.com/pdf/lexis-advance/terms-and-connectors.pdf
https://www.lexisnexis.com/pdf/lexis-advance/terms-and-connectors.pdf
https://training.thomsonreuters.com/media/How%20to%20search%20with%20Boolean%20Terms%20and%20Connectors/1_00rdbvgm
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/How-do-I-create-a-proximity-search?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/How-do-I-create-a-proximity-search?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/How-do-I-create-a-proximity-search?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/How-do-I-create-a-proximity-search?language=en_US
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/25966/supporthub/engineering-village/kw/proximity/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/25966/supporthub/engineering-village/kw/proximity/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/25966/supporthub/engineering-village/kw/proximity/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/25966/supporthub/engineering-village/kw/proximity/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/25966/supporthub/engineering-village/kw/proximity/
https://proquest.libguides.com/factiva/tips#s-lg-box-1660809
https://proquest.libguides.com/factiva/tips#s-lg-box-1660809
https://proquest.libguides.com/factiva/tips#s-lg-box-1660809
https://proquest.libguides.com/factiva/tips#s-lg-box-1660809
https://support.jstor.org/hc/en-us/articles/115012261448-Searching-Truncation-Wildcards-and-Proximity#proximity
https://support.jstor.org/hc/en-us/articles/115012261448-Searching-Truncation-Wildcards-and-Proximity#proximity
https://support.jstor.org/hc/en-us/articles/115012261448-Searching-Truncation-Wildcards-and-Proximity#proximity
https://www.lexisnexis.com/community/insights/professional/b/solutions/posts/search-like-a-pro-with-these-nexis-search-pro-tips
https://www.lexisnexis.com/community/insights/professional/b/solutions/posts/search-like-a-pro-with-these-nexis-search-pro-tips
https://www.lexisnexis.com/community/insights/professional/b/solutions/posts/search-like-a-pro-with-these-nexis-search-pro-tips
https://www.lexisnexis.com/community/insights/professional/b/solutions/posts/search-like-a-pro-with-these-nexis-search-pro-tips
https://training.thomsonreuters.com/media/How%20to%20search%20with%20Boolean%20Terms%20and%20Connectors/1_00rdbvgm
https://training.thomsonreuters.com/media/How%20to%20search%20with%20Boolean%20Terms%20and%20Connectors/1_00rdbvgm
https://training.thomsonreuters.com/media/How%20to%20search%20with%20Boolean%20Terms%20and%20Connectors/1_00rdbvgm
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Database 

(links to 

guide): 

OVID (Medline, PsycINFO, Embase, 

Cochrane, etc., full list) 
ProQuest 

Web of 

Science 
Scopus PubMed 

Stop words: 

words that 

are filtered 

out 

OVID stop list 

ProQuest 

does not use 

stop words  

Web of 

Science stop 

list 

Scopus stop 

list 
PubMed stop list 

Phrase 

searching: a 

string of 

words in the 

exact order 

Search terms are searched as 

phrases automatically, only use “ ” 

for phrases with stop words or 

special characters 

“ ” or “{ }” 

 “ ” (WoS 

also has an 

exact search 

function) 

“ ” for loose 

phrases, {} 

for exact 

phrases 

“ ” PubMed also 

uses a phrase 

index 

Truncation: 

variations on 

a root word 

*  *  * * * 

https://tools-ovid-com.manchester.idm.oclc.org/ovidtools/
https://tools-ovid-com.manchester.idm.oclc.org/ovidtools/medline.html
https://ospguides.ovid.com/OSPguides/psycdb.htm
https://tools.ovid.com/embase/
https://tools-ovid-com.manchester.idm.oclc.org/ovidtools/cochrane.html
https://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/resources/search-resources/databases/
https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/tips
https://clarivate.libguides.com/home
https://clarivate.libguides.com/home
https://service.elsevier.com/app/home/supporthub/scopus/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/help/
https://wkhealth.force.com/ovidsupport/s/article/Ovid-stop-words-and-reserve-words
https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/tips#:~:text=There%20are%20no%20stop%20words,overabundant%E2%80%9D%20words%20as%20being%20irrelevant.
https://images.webofknowledge.com/WOKRS528R6/help/TCT/ht_stopwd.html
https://images.webofknowledge.com/WOKRS528R6/help/TCT/ht_stopwd.html
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14808/supporthub/scopus/kw/%26quot%3Bstop+words%26quot%3B/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14808/supporthub/scopus/kw/%26quot%3Bstop+words%26quot%3B/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/help/?otool=igbumllib#help-stopwords
https://tools.ovid.com/ovidtools/medline.html
https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/tips#s-lg-box-26157805
https://webofscience.help.clarivate.com/en-us/Content/search-rules.htm?Highlight=phrase%20searching
https://webofscience.help.clarivate.com/en-us/Content/advanced-search.html#Exact
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/11365/c/10545/supporthub/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/11365/c/10545/supporthub/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/11365/c/10545/supporthub/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/11365/c/10545/supporthub/scopus/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/help/?otool=igbumllib#narrow-search
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/help/?otool=igbumllib#phrase-index
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/help/?otool=igbumllib#phrase-index
https://tools.ovid.com/ovidtools/medline.html
https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/tips#s-lg-box-26157806
https://images.webofknowledge.com/images/help/WOS/hs_wildcards.html
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/11365/supporthub/scopus/related/1/#panel2b
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/help/?otool=igbumllib#truncating-search-terms
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Wildcard: 

single 

character 

? for zero or one characters  

# for one character  
? 

$ for zero or 

one 

characters 

 

? for one 

character 

n/a * 

Wildcard: 

multiple 

characters 

*x 

[*x] 

(Where x 

represents a 

number) 

* N/A * 

Proximity or 

adjacency: 

(Where x 

represents a 

number) 

ADJx 

Near/x, 

Pre/x, or 

Exact()  

Near/x, or 

Same 

W/x or 

Pre/x 

“search 

terms”[field:~x] 

For more information on searching these databases and others, see ‘Getting results: Guides to searching 

databases’ and ‘A-Z list of databases’. 

If you are looking for information on MeSH (Medical Subject Headings), see ‘Making use of MeSH and Suggested 

Subject Terms’  

https://tools.ovid.com/ovidtools/medline.html
https://tools.ovid.com/ovidtools/medline.html
https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/tips#s-lg-box-26157806
https://images.webofknowledge.com/images/help/WOS/hs_wildcards.html
https://images.webofknowledge.com/images/help/WOS/hs_wildcards.html
https://images.webofknowledge.com/images/help/WOS/hs_wildcards.html
https://images.webofknowledge.com/images/help/WOS/hs_wildcards.html
https://images.webofknowledge.com/images/help/WOS/hs_wildcards.html
https://images.webofknowledge.com/images/help/WOS/hs_wildcards.html
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/help/?otool=igbumllib#truncating-search-terms
https://tools.ovid.com/ovidtools/medline.html
https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/tips#:~:text=The%20question%20mark%20symbol%20(%3F),right%20end%20of%20the%20word.
https://images.webofknowledge.com/images/help/WOS/hs_wildcards.html
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/help/?otool=igbumllib#truncating-search-terms
https://tools.ovid.com/ovidtools/medline.html
https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/tips#s-lg-box-26157808
https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/tips#s-lg-box-26157808
https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/tips#s-lg-box-26157808
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/11365/supporthub/scopus/related/1/#panel1b
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/11365/supporthub/scopus/related/1/#panel1b
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/help/?otool=igbumllib#proximity-searching
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/help/?otool=igbumllib#proximity-searching
https://www.escholar.manchester.ac.uk/learning-objects/mle/packages/getting-results/
https://www.escholar.manchester.ac.uk/learning-objects/mle/packages/getting-results/
https://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/resources/search-resources/databases/
https://www.escholar.manchester.ac.uk/learning-objects/link/medium/sls/?slug=making-mesh-sst&category=resource
https://www.escholar.manchester.ac.uk/learning-objects/link/medium/sls/?slug=making-mesh-sst&category=resource

